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text. Photoprint Dx 10.5 Torrent 1111 print Ayrshire farmer lambasts Scottish government plans to ban the use of milk replacer
in breeding sheep 24 May 2014 The Scottish government is to introduce a ban on the use of milk replacer in breeding sheep, an

action some farmers have criticised as a ‘troubling’ move. The health and food standards agency, Scottish Food and
Environmental Safety Authority, has pledged to ban the use of milk replacer in breeding rams until the end of the UK’s three-
month breeding season. It comes at a time when milk replacer, which is often used to feed lambs while they are being weaned,

is a rapidly growing export commodity. Bill Lamont, a neighbouring farmer at Stradbroke Farm, said it was a worrying
development. “It’s a very troubling development,” he said. “We have been using milk replacer as it is a cheap, convenient and

relatively clean way of rearing lambs. “A lot of farmers use the milk replacer in the breeding season. I think at best it is making
it more difficult. I think it is very detrimental to the industry.” As well as being a grumbling farmer, Mr Lamont is chairman of
the Stradbroke Farm Action Group, a 50-strong group of local farmers which seeks to voice concerns about rural issues. He was
concerned not only about potential job losses as a result of the ban, but also the effect it might have on the number of fertiliser

sprays in the area, which could reduce the quality of crofts, and the amount of effluent and slurry being created. “It is a
frustrating ban,” he added. “I understand some farmers don’t want to be using milk replacer. It is not good for the quality of
their lambs. I am also aware there is a lack of good quality milk in Scotland, which is being increasingly used by farmers.”

However, David Miller, head of the Scottish 570a42141b
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